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POLYZONIUM GERMANICUM BRANDT, 1837 (DIPLOPODA, 
POLYZONllDA): PROPOSED VALIDATION OF THE GENERIC AND 
SPECIFIC NAMES UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. Z.N.(S.) 1962 

By C. A. W. Jeekel (Instituut voor Taxonomische Zodlogie (Zodlogisch 
Musewn)y Amsterdam^ The Netherlands) 

The present proposal concerns the validation of Polyzonium germanicum 
Brandt, 1837, a name familiar to all diplopodologists as referring to the first 
described and best known European species of the order Polyzoniida 
(= Colobognatha). Almost ever since its proposal this name has been con- 
sistently used in the systematic and faunistic literature on millipeds, as for 
instance the important handbooks of Latzel (1884), Schubart (1934) and 
Brolemann (1935). Polyzonium is also the type-genus of the first family name 
proposed in the diplopod order to which it belongs. Unfortunately, the use of 
Polyzonium germanicum is now threatened by Platyulus audouinii Gervais, 1 836, 
a name which has practically always been considered to be a junior subjective 
synonym of Polyzonium germanicum, but which apparently was published a 
few weeks earlier. 

1. Considerable confusion exists in literature as regards the exact date of 
publication of the generic name Polyzonium Brandt and the specific name 
germanicum Brandt. Latzel (1884 : 356, 358) gives 1834 for the generic name 
and 1 83 1 for the specific name. Schubart (1 934 : 302) apparently followed him, 
whereas Brolemann (1935 : 102, 104) gives 1831 for both names. However, 
Brandt (1831), cited by Latzel, does not mention the names at all. Brandt 
(1834) first mentions Polyzonium germanicum, but without descriptive state- 
ment. In fact, the generic and specific names were validated by Brandt several 
years later (1837 : 178), when the monobasic genus Polyzonium was formally 
proposed as new and described and its type-species P. germanicum, from 
Germany, was mentioned. Indeed, these facts were ascertained already by 
Gervais (1844 : 71) but were apparently overlooked by subsequent authors. 
According to a statement on the last page of the cited fascicle, Brandt’s paper 
was published on January 19th, 1837. 

2. The genus Platyulus was described by Gervais (1836). It was based 
monotypically on Platyulus audouinii from the surroundings of Paris, which was 
simultaneously described in a combined generic-specific diagnosis. The cited 
fascicle is dated December 28th, 1836. As germaniaim and audouinii have 
always been considered to refer to the same species, it is clear that, when the 
respective dates are accepted as dates of publication, audouinii has priority over 
germanicum, and Platyulus over Polyzonium. As a matter of fact this was 
realized by Gervais (1844 : 70-72). Yet he himself gave preference to Poly- 
zonium, apparently mainly because Platyulus proved not to be as closely related 
to Julus Linnaeus as he had assumed earlier. His unconditional acceptance of 
Polyzonium is moreover underlined by his proposal of the family name Poly- 
zonidae (recte: -zoniidae) Gervais, 1844. 
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On account of a priority of about three weeks, the uninterrupted use, during 
a period of about 125 years, Polyzonhtm germankum is now menaced under a 
strict application of the Code by the inevitable restoration of Platyulus audounii. 

3. The specific name aiidoumi was changed to audouinianus in a subsequent 
paper by Gervais (1837 : 48). No reasons were given for this change, and 
audouinianus can be regarded as an incorrect subsequent spelling having no 
status in nomenclature. 

4. Brandt (1840 : 327) citing Gervais's name Platyulus in the correct 
spelling in the synonymy of Polyzonium, stated in a footnote: ‘TI fallait ecrire 
Platyjuhis'\ This seems to be only a suggestion of the orthography of the 
name. It can, however, also be regarded as an unjustified emendation, in 
which case Platyjulus Brandt, 1840, is an available name. 

5. Considering the above, the International Commission is requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Platyulus Gervais, 

1836, for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of the 
Law of Homonymy; 

(2) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name audouinii Gervais, 

1836, as published in the binomen Platyulus audouinii, for the purposes 
of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of Homonymy; 

(3) to place the generic name Polyzoniuni Brandt, 1837 (gender: neuter), 

type-species by monotypy, Polyzonium germankum Brandt, 1837, on 
the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the specific name germankum Brandt, 1837, as published in the 

bi nomen Polyzonium germankum (type-species of Polyzonium Brandt, 
1837) on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(5) to place the following generic names on the Official Index of Generic 

Names in Zoology: 

(a) Platyulus Gervais, 1836 (as suppressed under the plenary powers 

in (1) above); 

{b) Platyjulus Brandt, 1840 (an unjustified emendation of Platyulus 
Gervais, 1836); 

(6) to place the following specific names on the Official Index of Specific 

Names in Zoology: 

id) audouinii Gervais, 1836, as published in the binomen Platyulus 
audouinii (as suppressed under the plenary powers in (2) above); 

(b) audouinianus Gervais, 1837, as published in the binomen Platyulus 

audouinianus (an incorrect subsequent spelling for audouinii 
Gervais, 1836); 

(7) to place the family-group name polyzoniidae (correction of poly- 

zonidae) Gervais, 1844 (type-genus Polyzonium Brandt, 1837) on the 
Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology. 
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